St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School

Welcome to the Year 2
Parent Information Meeting

Spring Term 2025
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Our School Values

respectful inclusive
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Our children of
St. Thomas of Canterbury
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responsible resilient
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The Year 2 Team

Ms M Shurelova - Year Group Leader & Class 2S
teacher

Mrs S Field- Class 2F teacher

Mrs J Leary - Class 2L teacher

Mrs A Alexandru , Mrs A Jachym, Mrs F Reid, - Year 2
support staff
Mrs C Sturgess - Cover Supervisor

Mrs M Hall - SENCo

Mrs Cuff - Inclusion Manager



Attendance and Punctuality

T It's fine to send your child to school with a minor
RUNKY HOSE... cough or runny nose. If they are unwell during

Ao the day we shall call you to collect your child.

Punctuality
8:40 - School gates open.
8:55 - The school day begins.
All children should be seated in
class by this time.
3:10 - Parents arrive to collect.

|$
HM Government

sl SO NHS 3:15 - School day finishes.




Absence Procedures

If your child is absent for any reason, you should
contact the school office by telephone before
9:00 am on the first day of absence. You will be
expected to provide an explanation for the
absence and an estimate of how long the
absence will last, e.g. one school day.

The law on school attendance has now changed. You will be

issued with a penalty notice if your child has ten sessions of é\)‘-';”""ol/o)
= . . 7 P
unauthorised absence over a rolling period of ten weeks. 10 g n E G

sessions is equivalent to one week.
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Uniform

At St. Thomas of Canterbury, we are proud that our
uniform fosters a sense of belonging within our
school community.

Information about school uniform can be found on
the school website:
https://www.stthomasofcanterbury.thurrock.sch.uk/
uniform/

Our uniform is available to purchase from
Uniformwise in Stanford-Le-Hope:
https://www.uniformwise.co.uk/ Please ensure that
all uniform items are clearly marked with your
child’'s name.



https://www.stthomasofcanterbury.thurrock.sch.uk/uniform/
https://www.stthomasofcanterbury.thurrock.sch.uk/uniform/
https://www.uniformwise.co.uk/

REMINDER
Year 2 PE day is Friday
Your child should wear their PE kit to school on their PE day.

Parents can choose
which PE uniform
children wear depending
on the weather.

Children should wear
black plimsolls or black
trainers on their PE days.

QGATHOI/
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Information about all school uniform can be found on the school website: ‘: n ! -
https://www.stthomasofcanterbury.thurrock.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=1831 N &
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https://www.stthomasofcanterbury.thurrock.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=1831

Hair/ Accessories

e Hair accessories must be kept to a minimum and should be in school
colours.

e Hair braids should be natural hair colours.

e One small stud earring per ear. (Children must not wear
earrings on PE days.)

Please ensure that all vour child's clothing is marked with his/her name. We are
not responsible for items of clothing which go missing.

Lost property is located in a black box outside of the main office.



Your child's Class Teacher knows

Them best so should be the first If you have a further query, make \‘W
point of contact. From 8:40am an appoinfment o speak to the 4% w
taff are working with children, so Year Group Leader. r R
please speak to the teacher at the

end of the school day.

Communicating
Call the school office who .
may be able to answer your W|'|'h The SC hoo' Talk with any of our
question immediately or

Senior Leaders:
pass a message to the

Email or call the school office to request Mrs Coppin
relevant member of staff. to meet with a member of staff. Mrs Smith
01375 375826 admin@stthomasofcanterbury.thurrock.sch.uk Ms McAnally
: Speak with the staff Or the Headteacher
Send ina on the school gate at Email the Mrs Poulteney
note with -
our child the beginning or the class
Y ' end of the day. teacher.
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mailto:admin@stthomasofcanterbury.thurrock.sch.uk

Follow us!

St Thomas of Canterbury Primary School Grays Facebook Page

g St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic
Primary School Grays

18 Dec 2024 - &
Christmas jumpers, christmas dinner, and the man
himself.... Father Christmas! What a great day! &1 &

St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic
Primary School Grays is at Colchester
Zoo.
25 Nov 2024 - &
Year 1 had a fantastic time at Colchester Zoo today
learning about animals and their habitats. g . 4.

St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic
Primary School Grays is at De La Salle
School, Basildon.
17 Dec 2024 - @
Some excited children ready to perform at the
Christus Carol Concert! ) &


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555633663959

The ZONES of Regulation®

Zones of Regulation

BLUE ZONE

:
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Figure 2: Wall Posters of the Zones

We believe in a preventative approach, where children are treated with respect and
where sanctions, when applied, are consistent.

Rewards for good behaviour at St Thomas’s include:

Verbal praise

Communicating praise to parents
House points and sti¢kers

Certificates linked to our school values
Prize ceremonies and special assemblies




Listening
St. Thomas of Canterbury

matﬁs ‘Ma Steiy Catlalie BitaarSehool
School Focus New Religious

/‘ereas \ Education Directory
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Playtime and
Lunchtimes




SCHOOL FOCUS Listening

Your child may talk to you about their listening partner
and perhaps you have wondered what this means.

Over the past few months, the staff and children at St
Thomas’s have done a lot of work around how important
it is to listen and how to be good listeners. Your child
has a listening partner they talk and listen to in order to
share their ideas during the day. This not only benefits
your child’s emotional wellbeing, but also leads to
improved learning and understanding.




SCHOOL FOCUS Playtime and Lunchtime

' This academic year, we have invested in more playground
equipment using funds raised from the Year 6 Enterprise Day and
the Friends of St Thomas. We have been spending time modelling
play to the children; they have even been learning new games
suitable for playtime in their PE lessons.

Another focus for us this year is lunchtimes.
We are working with the children to
promote good table manners and
etiquette. We are encouraging them

to use this time to talk and listen to their
friends at their table as well as being
adventurous and trying new foods.




SCHOOL FOCUS- Maths Mastery

This academic year, we have introduced the mastery approach to the teaching and learning of
Maths at St Thomas'’s. Teaching for mastery assumes everyone can learn and enjoy
mathematics.

A mastery approach means that pupils are taught through
whole-class interactive teaching, enabling all to master the
concepts taught. In a typical lesson, the teacher leads back
and forth interaction, including questioning, short tasks,
explanation, demonstration, and discussion, enabling pupils to
think, reason and apply their knowledge to solve problems.

Key number facts are learned until they become automatic,
and other key mathematical facts are learned deeply and
practised regularly.




Implementation of the new Religious Education Directory

To know You
more clearly

The Religious Education Directory

for Catholic Schools, Academies and Colleges
in England and Wales

\ Religious
Education
Directory

We have begun to deliver lessons from the programme of study
featured in the new Religious Education Directory (RED) entitled
To Know You More Clearly. Initially, we have launched this new
RE curriculum in EYFS and Years 1 & 2, with KS2 following in
September 2025.

The six themes, or “branches” of the new curriculum are built
around the liturgical calendar. The aim of the updated RED is to
enable pupils to become more religiously literate so that they
have the knowledge, understanding and skills to reflect
spiritually, think ethically and theologically, as well as recognise
what religious commitment demands in everyday life.
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Religious Education

2 RE lessons per week e Weekly Assembly

e C(Celebration of the Word

Spring Term - themes and topics e Musical Celebration of the Word

e Galilee to Jerusalem

e Desertto Garden Mass is celebrated regularly at school and
church for the whole school and individual
year groups. All parents are welcome to

attend.




Phonics or SATs or MTIC

SAT’s

The Government have changed the SAT’s reporting requirements. We will be doing some
Mock assessments during the second week of March which we will keep you informed of at
your Parents’ Evening meetings.

We will then conduct the new assessment papers during the Summer term in order to
support the measurement of pupil achievement and identify where children need additional
support as they transition into KS2.

We will be sending home copies of tests, so that you are kept informed of how your child is
progressing and to improve communication during term time.

Phonics screening LCATHO,,

For the children who did not pass the Phonics screening §°d \‘%c
test, these children will be assessed again from 9th -13th June. Please S n ! f'
support your child at home to read daily and learn their sounds in preparation. %, &
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Our learning this term

Throughout the Spring, this is what we will be covering:

English: Our new books are The Dark, The Robot and the Bluebird, L|Ia and the
Secret of Rain and One Night Far from Here. el o A

~THE-

' ROROT.
BLUEBIRD

Maths: Multiplication and Division, Time, Fractions, Addition and Subtractlon of |

2-digit numbers(crossing the tens boundary), Money !

4"’0 unnw‘“

Science: Animals Including Humans, British Science Week,
Plastic Pollution

sr Ls(\“\'
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Our learning this term

Music: They will continue their learning with Dr Shore. Children will be learning to
play the ocarina

PE: The children will be focusing on Gymnastics and Dance



Our learning this term

Computing: We will be learning how to use Scratch Junior and Algorithms

Design & Technology: Spring 2 we will be looking at designing a chair for baby
bear
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Our learning this term




Becoming a fluent, skilled and attentive reader starts at the earliest stages. Therefore,
making sure that children become engaged with reading at the earliest opportunity is
one of the most important ways to make a difference to their life chances.

A

Phonics

’ NI 4 ’ ollyann
e b
Bug Club
Books are changed weekly. Please listen to your child read every day and és“';”"‘% N
and leave a comment in his/her reading record. z G
N



Homework

Homework is sent out on a Friday and needs to be submitted by the following
Friday.

Spellings are taught on a Friday and are then sent home for the children to practise
daily until their test on the following Friday. The words sent home are what
moderators will expect to see the children using daily in their writing to be at age
related expectations.

If your child has not managed to secure these spellings each week, please

speak to their class teacher and they can give you a copy of the spellings we have
covered so far. SCATHOy,
3
. ElF
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Educational Visits

On Wednesday 5th February we have booked in Spirit of the Wild to come in for an animal
experience. This is to support the Science learning taking place in Spring term on living things and
their habitats including adaptations and animal life cycles.

On Tuesday 4th March we have arranged for a drama workshop to help bring to life the story of
Florence Nightingale which is our History focus topic.

A letter will be going out regarding the animal experience during the week, followed by another one
regarding the Florence Nightingale experience .

Please note that if we do not receive sufficient contributions towards educational visits, then they may

have to be cancelled. Payments are made via Arbor. (SOATHOY
§AN:

Consent forms must be returned by every child before we can allow them to 5 n E 4

participate. Verbal consent is not accepted for children to take part in any %0% \@5

activity.



After school clubs

We are delighted to offer a wide range of after-school clubs this academic year, details
of which are sent out at the beginning of each term.

Parents/carers can also access Jules et Lis before and after school clubs, run by an
external provider. Details can be found on htips://julesetlis.co.uk/

OUT OF SCHOOL

£



https://julesetlis.co.uk/

All correspondence,
payments, club bookings
and consent for trips will

be sent electronically

through Arbor.




i PDates f or your Lfiélif)f

7 Term and Holiday Date§
Academic Year 2024/2025

September 2024 October 2024 November 2024 December 2024
wv[wls[ el sl eI rIw] vl el ] e m[ W[ r[r] el el -w][ [r]s]:
INCIEEEEEE BENGNEEREaRaE e 05-02-25 2S Class Liturgy (parents can

H O EEEREEE BEEREEBEEE BEEEEEEE

S B - B s B R attend)
I EEEEEN NN EEEEEE N EE - -E e 05-02-25 Educational visit from Spirit of the

January 2025 February 2025 March 2025 April 2025 .
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2|3lals 1]z 1] 2 2]z 1: 518
e |7 ]e|s|ofmpaa):z]:]s|c]7 @l ]s]s]z]7@)a]7]|=]s]w]n|a]sa H
| e s ) s| o7 RBERS] 1) rf t2f 1) 12 fERSEAEY of tof 2] 13f 12 S)REY 14) 15| 15| 17 REY IS | 20 ’ 11-02-25 Parents evenlng
R B 2 2|z 2| = x|

R e e 13-02-25 Parents evening
e o R = e Half term: Monday 17th February - Friday

TR T T 215t February

I R S W e 04-03-25 Educational visit Florence
H JEE  AEEHE  EEEE === = Nightingale experience
e ——— e 12-03-25 2F Class Liturgy (parents can
I |hul!dey= holidays I | .
attend)
e End of term: Friday 4th April at 1:30pm (Early
close)

closed to puplls

186 daye




St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School
Ward Avenue, Grays, Essex, RM17 5RW

PARENT
VOLUNTEERS

Are you able to listen to children read?

Help with educational visits?
Help with school displays?
Assist with whole school events such as
Cultural Diversity Day or Sports Day?

WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR HELP

Please collect a form from the office.




Mrs Foley, our Community Involvement Lead, is leading the establishment of
the Friends of St. Thomas of Canterbury.

If you would like to be a part of this parent support group, who come together
to help raise much needed money for our school, you can contact our email
address: friendsofstoc@stthomasofcanterbury.thurrock.sch.uk
We got together to organise the tea, coffee and sweet treat sales after the
Nativities, concerts, Easter passion plays and Parents’ Evenings. We’ve held
Break the Rules days (non-uniform days) as well as many raffle sales for
Valentine’s, Mother’s Day and Easter. We will be arranging; fetes, discos, and
other fundraising events if we get enough volunteers.

Look out for details of our next PTA/FOST meeting!

If the only way you are able to support the school is by purchasing the things
we have for sale; raffle tickets, cakes and coffees, this is still really valuable to
help us raise funds!

Meet Arley, who you can contact for pre-loved school uniform;



mailto:friendsofstoc@stthomasofcanterbury.thurrock.sch.uk

St. Thomas of Canterbury's
Parent Heritage Group

Welcome to St Thomas of
Canterbury's Parent Heritage Group!

Parents and carers will have the opportunity
to discuss how our school supports the
diverse heritages and multi-cultures within
our school. We would like to hear your
suggestions about how else we can embrace
all aspects of our diverse community.

Everybody welcome!

Dates to be confirmed...

What we aim to achieve:

Working together as a school/home community to
celebrate our diverse cultures across the school.
Planning cultural days: traditional clothing,
traditional music, traditional stories.

Ways in which the school can support families in
celebrating diversity.

Your ideas for what you would like to see
implemented/how you would like to take part and
support the children.

If you
would like
to join our

Parent

Heritage

Group,

please

contact
Miss East
in Year 3.



