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We learn, achieve and love following Jesus.

Phonics Screening Check
June - Actual Phonics Screening Check
This year it will take place in the week 
commencing Monday 9th June 2025. 



We learn, achieve and love following Jesus.

By the end of Year 1, we want all of our children to be able to 
read accurately – to read both familiar and unfamiliar words - 
so that they can go on to become a fluent, enthusiastic 
reader.

The Phonics Screening Check in June, in Year 1 is a word 
reading test to check children can read sounds in words 
accurately.
Accurate word reading at 6 years old is a predictor of 
future success.



We learn, achieve and love following Jesus.

What is the Phonics Screening Check?
A word-reading test at the end of Year 1.

Children read 40 words.Children complete the Phonics Screening Check 
at the end of Year 1 so that parents can be confident their children are 
being taught to read successfully. 

Children read 40 words. It takes between two and five minutes.
If they do not manage to read 32 of the words successfully, they are 
given extra support, and repeat the check at the end of Year 2. 

It means that all children will be able to read accurately before they begin 
Year 3.



We learn, achieve and love following Jesus.

Children learn all of the 
sounds on this chart. 

Once they know all of 
these sounds, they will 
be able to read any 
unfamiliar word.



We learn, achieve and love following Jesus.

‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’



We learn, achieve and love following Jesus.

Nonsense words
Half of the words in the check are 
real words. Nonsense words are 
used to assess children’s reading.

They check that children will be 
able to read sounds the sounds 
they know in unfamiliar words.
They read these words using the 
same routine as real words – 
‘Special Friends, Fred Talk.’
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Support at Home
When we send these videos home, please watch these films with your child to help 
them to practise reading the sounds and words until they can read them speedily. 
The more they have a go, the quicker they’ll get.

Please continue to go over all of the sounds in the videos on the QR codes that you 
were provided with. 

Please identify the sounds with your child in
their reading book. Can they recognise the 
sounds and read the word? Can they read
the words speedily? Can they then read the 
word within a sentence? Now can they 
spell words with those sounds?

Thank you for coming, if you have any 
questions, please come and see us.

Link to previous tests:
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-past-test-materials#phonics-screening-ch
eck-resources

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-past-test-materials#phonics-screening-check-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-past-test-materials#phonics-screening-check-resources

